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Well here we are at the beginning of another summer term and we started with St George's Day Parade last Sunday 27th April at Richmond Green.  A very good turn out from the troop so well done and thanks very much.
Sunday 4th May – the first of our Church Parades at 9.15am St James Church, Park Road, Hampton Hill.  The second and final one will be Sunday 20th July at 11am, to celebrate St James’ Day.
Don’t forget on 10th – 11th May it’s Family Camp and spaces still exits for this event, we’re also looking at day visitors passes if you’d like to be there for the day and fireworks/campfire in the evening, so please let us know if you’re interested.
Another don’t forget is on 17th – 18th May for the 3HH Diamond Celebration Shoot Weekend.  This event is open to all Scouts and more importantly to all parents of group members.  No experience is necessary, so sign up, come along and enjoy a shoot.  See the website for more details - http://www.3hhscouts.org.uk/
On Friday 23rd May and 6th June we’ll be looking to complete the Fitness Challenge Badge.  If you’d like to get this badge you need to complete six weeks of exercises and record it on the sheet I’ve also loaded on the website and attend this evening.
On Monday 9th June the district Sports competition will run at the Kingsmeadow Stadium, Kingston.  None of the leaders are available to be at this event but the Scouts are keen to compete as they have done well in previous years, therefore parental cover is required.  If you can help with this event please let any leader know.  You would need to either drive the minibus or ensure all the team can get to the stadium and then manage the team to ensure the right Scout gets to the right event.  This isn’t too onerous, but if no one can help then we shall not be able to enter a team.
We’ll also be entering a team in the NPL water rocket competition, see the attached website for more info http://www.npl.co.uk/server.php?show=nav.276.  This site has an excellent pdf document that shows exactly what is required and we already have a launcher but what we really need is some parental help to build another and assist with rocket design/build.  Ideally if someone has some DIY plumbing experience to bolt two bottles together then we can have a really good attempt at the title.  Please let any leader know if you can help.
Friday 13th – Sunday 15th - District Water Event at TYM, as already advertised.  Spaces still exist so if you’d like to come, please let us know NOW!
Another event where we really need your help is the ever popular District 5-a-side footy competition on Sunday 22nd June.  This is another event that is extremely popular with the troop and it will not go ahead unless we have at least two parents to run the junior and senior teams and some volunteer referees. 
On Friday 27th June we’ll be going for a hike in Richmond Park.  To make this evening possible we need parents to assist with transport and marshalling and once again this evening cannot go ahead if we don’t have the volunteers.  Please ensure your Scout is suitably dressed for the hike according to the weather conditions as we’ll go in all but foul weather.  Friday 4th – Sunday 6th July - Borough Camp, no news on this yet, but as soon as we have details of this superb fun weekend camp, we’ll let you know.  Book it on your diaries now!  Our final evening on Friday 18th July will be The Great Parent Scout Cookout, information to follow on this my favourite of Scout evenings, but start organising your teams now!
Finally, summer camp is on 23rd – 30th August.  Details are being finalised even now, but the venue is Ferny Crofts, a fabulous site in the heart of the New Forest and several trips out are being arranged too.  Let’s see another super troop camp with a large and enthusiastic group of Scouts enjoying the week away.

What will not have escaped your notice is the number of requests for assistance this term.  Another document lists the reasons behind this and I must ask all of you to see where you can now assist the group in finding additional uniformed help to enable us to carry on running the exciting programme your Scouts enjoy.

